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Why were there were no objections to the Mining Lease application adjacent to Lake Jasper in the Gingilup-Jasper 
Wetlands. Checking for new applications or changes to all mining tenements can only be accessed through logging-on 
to the DMIRS, Mineral Titles Online website.  

The recent announcement by the Premier and Minister for Environment that the application for a mining lease adjacent 
to Lake Jasper and within the Gingilup-Jasper Wetlands would be suspended, whilst the Government considered the 
important environmental, heritage and cultural significance was warmly welcomed by the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition. 

The above announcement was immediately followed-up by the highly successful petition to Protect Lake Jasper, with 
almost 1000 signatures, which was tabled in Parliament by Hon Diane Evers. Submissions were prepared in support of 
the petition, which were considered by the Standing Committee for Environment and Public Affairs.  

A letter received in response to the petition and submissions from Hon. Bill Johnston, Minister for Mines, stated, and ‘I 
can confirm that on 6 August 2018 the Department of Mines, Industry Regulations, and Safety (DMIRS) received an 
application by Strategic Sands Pty Ltd for Mining Lease 70/1385 (M70/1385) I am advised by DMIRS there were no 
objections lodged to the application and it was compliant with the Mining Act 1978 (Mining Act).” 

This raises the question, why were there no objections noted from the conservation movement or community groups 
and individuals. When a petition six months later had almost a thousand names submitted? 

During the former Liberal Government’s roll back of environmental protection, the then state government changed the 
system of mining lease application notification, such that these applications were no longer required to be published in 
local newspapers. These changes to the Mining Regulations (No. 4) 2012 were published in the Government Gazette. 
How many people read the Government Gazette? 

There is now only an on-line notification system through DMIRS. Checking applications or changes to all mining 
tenements can only be accessed through logging-on to the Mineral Titles Online website.  

Given these changes to reporting of new mining lease applications it is easy to find why no objections to the application, 
(M70/1385), adjacent to Lake Jasper were received by DMIRS. 

It must also be pointed out that the Department and the Mining Warden would have been fully aware of the sensitive 
nature of any mining lease application next to Lake Jasper. This is because of the long community campaign to protect 
Lake Jasper and the Gingilup-Jasper Wetlands that started in 1996, which involved over 200 registered objections at the 
Mining Warden’s Court. 

Given the history of community concern over mining near Lake Jasper it should have been procedure for the DMIRS or the 

Mining Warden to notify the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition or the state’s peak environmental body, the Conservation Council 

WA, of the mining lease application. 

Not only will the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition continue to defend the Lake Jasper environment it will now also work for 

changes to be made to the way mining leases are advertised to ensure that the Department of Mines, Industry Regulations 

and Safety is open and transparent and responsive to the community and not just the mining industry. 
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