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Environment Group Calls for Mines Department Reform 

The D’Entrecasteaux Coalition has called on the McGowan Government to make changes to the Department of Mines, 
Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS) community consultation process to ensure that it is responsive to community 
needs and cognizant of the State Government’s stated goals of all Departments having open and transparent procedures. 

In a letter to the Minister for Mines, Bill Johnston, and the Premier, the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition has called on them to 
make changes to DMIRS’ notification process for new mining and exploration leases.  

During the former Liberal Government’s roll back of environmental protection, the Mines Department changed the system 
of mining lease application notification, such that these applications were no longer required to be published in local 
newspapers. These changes to the Mining Regulations (No. 4) 2012 were published in the Government Gazette. There 
was no comprehensive community consultation regarding this elimination of public notification and review. 

There is now only an on-line notification system through DMIRS. Checking applications or changes to all mining 
tenements can only be accessed through logging-on to the Mineral Titles Online website.  

“While the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition would like to see the Department’s processes changed to make it encourage public 
participation, and adopt precautionary principles to projects and practice key sustainability principles, we are specifically 
asking the State Government to re-establish advertising of new mining leases in the local newspapers and to improve the 
system through compulsory notification of individual organisations with a history of interest in that particular area where 
a lease has been made,” said representative of the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition Andy Russell.          

Given the Department’s restricted notification system, it is not surprising that the Department is now stating that there 
were no objections to the contentious Mining Lease 70/1385 which is within a ‘C’ Class Reserve next to Lake Jasper.  

“This self-serving system needs reviewing. Our proposed changes can easily be incorporated into the notification process 
and would make DMIRS more open and responsive to community needs,” said Mr Russell.  

It must also be pointed out that DMIRS and the Mining Warden would have been fully aware of the sensitive nature of 
any mining lease application next to Lake Jasper. This is because of the long community campaign to protect Lake Jasper 
and the Gingilup-Jasper Wetlands that started in 1996 and involved numerous cases at the Mining Warden’s Court.  

“Given the history of community concern over mining near Lake Jasper, it should have been an automatic procedure for 
the DMIRS or the Mining Warden to have notified the D’Entrecasteaux Coalition or the state’s peak environmental body, 
the Conservation Council WA, of the new mining lease application. That it did not shows a failing in the Department and 
its processes. It is time for improvement and change,” said Mr Russell. 

Contact: Andy Russell 97761559 

mailto:denviron@denviron.org.au
http://www.denmarkenvironmentcentre.org.au/

